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EAST HAMPSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL

Development Policy Panel 24th MAY 2017

LOCAL PLAN PART 3: RE-DEFINING GAP BOUNDARIES
(DRAFT METHODOLOGY)
Report by Planning Policy

FOR DECISION

Portfolio: Planning & Affordable Housing – Cllr Angela Glass 

Key Decision: Yes

1.0 Purpose of Report 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to inform Councillors on the proposed draft 
methodology and the Council’s approach to re-defining the precise extent of the 
adopted Joint Core Strategy gaps. 

2.0 Recommendation 

2.1 It is recommended that the Panel:

i. comment on the proposed approach towards re-defining the boundaries of 
the gaps.

3.0 Summary 

3.1 Local gaps were formally adopted in the Second Review Local Plan 2006 and 
only the principle of the gaps was re-examined as part of the Joint Core Strategy.  
It is therefore for the Local Plan Part 3 to re-define the precise extent of the 
adopted Joint Core Strategy gap boundaries.

4.0 Subject of Report 

4.1 The report should be read alongside the accompanying Appendix A which sets 
out the proposed methodology to re-define the boundaries of the gaps.

Background

4.2 Local gaps were first formally identified and adopted in the Second Review Local 
Plan 2006 and the principles of gaps was then re-examined as part of the Joint 
Core Strategy, supported by Policy CP23 ‘Gaps between Settlements’.  The 
principle function of a gap is to separate individual settlements, the identify of 
which would be lost by their coalescence.  The re-examination considered the 
principle of the gaps only and not their precise boundaries1 which since 2006 
may now be out of date.  In light of this, it is for the Local Plan Part 3 to re-define 

1 See Background Paper on Gaps between Settlements (September 2011)
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the precise extent of the adopted Joint Core Strategy gaps by producing a set of 
revised mapped boundaries supported by robust evidence.

Proposed methodology 

4.3 The draft methodology will follow a three stage process which includes a desk 
top review using GIS and aerial photography, followed by site visits and 
consultation.  Once the methodology has been finalised, following feedback from 
the Panel, the boundaries will be assessed and re-defined where appropriate.  
Initial consultation on the draft re-defined boundaries will be carried out with key 
internal officers, Development Policy Panel, Parish and Town Councils and the 
Neighbourhood Planning Groups.  Following advice and feedback from these 
initial consultations, a draft set of re-defined boundaries of the gaps will be 
contained within the formal Regulation 18 public consultation on Part 3 of the 
Local Plan that is due to commence in March 2018.

4.4 The methodology provides guidance and transparency to our customers on how 
the local planning authority has approached re-defining the gap boundaries.

4.5 In addition, it establishes a baseline methodology upon which future revisions to 
gaps can be undertaken, ie. through subsequent Local Plans, Development Plan 
Documents and Neighbourhood Plans.

5.0 Implications 

5.1 Resources:  There are no direct resource implications. Costs will be met within 
existing resources and budgets.

5.2 Legal: There are no legal issues to consider. 

5.3 Strategy: The re-defined gap boundaries will form part of the Local Plan Part 3.  
Once adopted they will become part of the Council’s Development Plan.

5.4 Risks: None.

5.5 Communications: Once finalised the gap boundaries will form part of the Local 
Plan Part 3. 

6.0 Consultation: Officers from Development Management, Development Policy 
Panel, Parish/Town Councils and Neighbourhood Planning Groups will be 
consulted prior to a final draft set of boundaries being agreed.  A final draft set of 
precise boundaries for the gaps will form part of Regulation 18 public consulation 
on Part 3 of the Local Plan.

Appendices: Appendix A - Gaps between settlements – Methodology

Agreed and signed off by:

Head of Planning: Simon Jenkins
Legal Services:Nick Leach 
Finance: Al Tottle 
Portfolio Holder: Cllr Angela Glass 
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